
Version 1

While Ezra was down on his knees in front of God's temple, praying with tears in his eyes, and 
confessing the sins of the people of Israel, a large number of men, women, and children gathered 
around him and cried bitterly. Shecaniah son of Jehiel from the family of Elam said: Ezra, we have 
disobeyed God by marrying these foreign women. But there is still hope for the people of Israel, if we 
follow your advice and the advice of others who truly respect the laws of God. We must promise God 
that we will divorce our foreign wives and send them away, together with their children. Ezra, it's up to 
you to do something! We will support whatever you do. So be brave! 

Then arose Ezra, and made the chief priests, the Levites, and all Israel, to swear that they should do 
according to this word. And they sware.  Then Ezra rose up from before the house of God, and went 
into the chamber of Johanan the son of Eliashib: and when he came thither, he did eat no bread, nor 
drink water: for he mourned because of the transgression of them that had been carried away. And they 
made proclamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem unto all the children of the captivity, that they 
should gather themselves together unto Jerusalem; And that whosoever would not come within three 
days, according to the counsel of the princes and the elders, all his substance should be forfeited, and 
himself separated from the congregation of those that had been carried away. 

Version 2

Now when Ezra had prayed, and when he had confessed, weeping and casting himself down before the 
house of God, there assembled unto him out of Israel a very great congregation of men and women and 
children: for the people wept very sore. And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, 
answered and said unto Ezra, We have trespassed against our God, and have taken strange wives of the 
people of the land: yet now there is hope in Israel concerning this thing. Now therefore let us make a 
covenant with our God to put away all the wives, and such as are born of them, according to the 
counsel of my lord, and of those that tremble at the commandment of our God; and let it be done 
according to the law. Arise; for this matter belongeth unto thee: we also will be with thee: be of good 
courage, and do it. 

Ezra stood up and made the chief priests, the Levites, and everyone else in Israel swear that they would 
follow the advice of Shecaniah. Then Ezra left God's temple and went to spend the night in the living 
quarters of Jehohanan son of Eliashib. He felt sorry for what the people had done, and he did not eat or 
drink a thing. The officials and leaders sent a message to all who had returned from Babylonia and 
were now living in Jerusalem and Judah. It told them to meet in Jerusalem within three days, or else 
they would lose everything they owned and would no longer be considered part of the people that had 
returned from Babylonia. 


